Brief comment text:

As a newly licensed Amateur Radio (Technician) in my area, my first experience with Amateur Radio was a rather unpleasant one. During one of my very few (in total) contacts made with another local (much more experienced) licensee, I was met with a snarky attitude that left me wondering why I bothered to get myself licensed in the first place. Being restricted to a handful of local contacts due to the bands available to me has left me cold to even using my license after the less than welcoming response I received. Putting effort into subjecting myself to more of the same in order to gain the experience needed to upgrade that license is not what I need as a new operator. More options to make contacts outside of my restricted local area would have most likely sparked more interest in continuing on and upgrading my license. 

Thank you for allowing me to present my opinion in this proceeding.
